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Straight from VFW National Headquarters comes Checkpoint, an award-winning 
newsletter that highlights VFW’s community activism. For only $5 per year (with 
a three-year subscription), you can have this premier publication delivered to 
your home.

Packed with great news about the work VFW members perform at the grass-
roots level, this bi-monthly newsletter keeps you informed about VFW’s youth 
activities, community service, veterans assistance, troop support endeavors, Post 
operations and much more. Checkpoint is a must-read for all active VFW and 
Ladies Auxiliary members.

Learn how VFW Posts and Departments across the nation are making a differ-
ence in their communities, as well as supporting troops at war. Checkpoint brings 
it all  to you. Start your subscription today!
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Memorial Honors 20th Century VetsCombat Boots Left at Illinois
Memorial A Mystery

AT THE VIETNAM VETERANS MEMORIAL in 

Washington, D.C., veterans, loved ones and comrades of 

the fallen have placed everything from MIA bracelets to 

bullet casings to photographs alongside the 58,196 names 

listed on the Wall.  The artifacts are left alone until night-

fall each day, when they are then warehoused and care-

fully catalogued.  In Carbondale, Ill., VFW Post 2605 recently noticed a 

similar offering at a memorial it raised the funds to erect 

in 2007. In early March, a pair of well-worn combat boots 

appeared at the Veterans Memorial Plaza in Carbondale, 

alongside the plaque for the Iraq and Afghanistan wars. 

The memorial is a tribute to veterans of all major wars 

of the 20th century, and is maintained by Post 2605 and 

the city of Carbondale. It is fl anked on one side by a small 

park. The desert-style combat boots were left sitting on 

a green folder bearing the seal of the Department of the 

Army and a soldier’s name.
 “My best guess is, it’s a guy who was deployed over 

there, and he got back home and he didn’t want to keep 

those boots anymore,” says Post Commander David Con-

rad. “So he just put them at the memorial.”

 Post 2605 doesn’t have a building, bar or bingo hall, but 

Conrad says the memorial serves as its meeting place for 

many occasions. In 2007, the Post raised $10,000 to erect 

the memorial, with many members giving $100 each out A pair of desert-style combat boots and a green folder 

bearing the seal of the Department of the Army were 

found in March resting by the Iraq War plaque at a 

memorial dedicated to veterans of all wars by VFW 

Post 2605 in Carbondale, Ill. The boots disappeared 

three days later, and their owner’s identity and 

motives remain a mystery.

Florida Post Raises $4,200 Paralyzed Iraq Vet Dances with Ladies Auxiliary Member 

MARINE LANCE CPL.
JOHN T. DOODY wanted to 
dance. The spaghetti fundraiser 
held in Riverview, Fla., in April 
to raise money for treatment for 
the paralyzed Iraq vet was wind-
ing down, but he had one more 
request.
 “He said he wanted to dance, 
so I gave him one,” said Joan 
Keaton, junior vice commander 
of Ladies Auxiliary Post 8108 in 
Riverview. “We got our karaoke 
equipment out, and his mother 
worked the wheelchair. I put my 
hand on the back of the wheel-
chair and held his hand, and she 
would take the chair and twist 

Paralyzed Iraq War veteran John T. Doody receives a hand massage from his mother, 

Chris Ott (left), at a spaghetti dinner in April at Post 8108 in Riverview, Fla. Joan 

Keaton, center, of Post 8108 Ladies Auxiliary, later danced with Doody while his 

mother operated his wheelchair.

 

Extra! Extra!, Page 2• No banquet at national convention
• VFW member benefi ts online
• VFW links to Facebook, Twitter, MySpace 

Missouri Service Offi cer Profi led, Page 3

Iraq War vet Ryan Shaw offers a 20-something 

perspective as assistant Department service 

offi cer at VFW’s St. Louis offi ce.Find Your Convention Hotel, Page 4
Here’s a helpful map that shows where all 

convention delegates will be staying in 

relation to the Phoenix Convention Center.
2009 VFW Publications Contest, Page 5

Find out how your Post, District or 
Department newspaper placed, along 
with some helpful hints from judges.Harvest Happens Without a Hitch, Page 6

An Iowa Post organizes a work party to 

harvest almost 500 acres at a deployed 

Guardsman’s farm.
Food Bank Opens in Oregon, Page 7
The Ladies Auxiliary at an Oregon Post 

establishes a “fi rst-of-its-kind” food bank 

to assist National Guard families.Photos from the War Zones, Page 8
A staff sergeant in Iraq plans to continue 

the family tradition of VFW membership 

when she returns home.   
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“He said he wanted to dance,
 so I gave him one.”                  —Joan Keaton, Ladies Auxiliary Post 8108
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